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T r»7U an- Pakistani Conflict 


1 . The coincidence of US and Soviet ^aims^in^^ 

the Indian-Pakistani conflict h^he^ ^ uSSR 

ingly clear. Identity always facilitated 

and the US, however, has “^always ^ action- 

practical ^““‘“(’““ability on the Indian 
Despite mutual interestin ChineS e objectives, 

subcontinent and opposition re gard to India 

the Soviet -US relationship with regar^ rivalry 

and Pakistan is primarily one uence in these 

and competit ion J^tion^while weighing possible 
countries. In ’ flict Moscow must give 

moves in the current conflict ^ repercussi0 ns 

careful consideration tp ecial i y in view of 

within the Communist world-^especi^j^.^ 

the Vietnamese crisis ' r JJ ese nt determination to 

together with the USSR J pakistan would seem to 
alienate neit conditions any obvious 

preclude under P re °™ . . to f ur ther common 
Soviet -US course of action to lurxn 

obj ectives. 

2. Both Moscow and Washington have^already 

called for an immediate ce s *^ atlon has proved 

to the status <P*o Etnte , ™ and h as forced 

embarassing to bot S balancing act. Both 

them into a rather delicate balances 

the™ US and the USSR reco gnxze tha >nly 
profit from the current str ggl t Pe king 

Sent and .therefore each hopes to P tother ex _ 
from deriving significanx 
tensions of the conflict. 
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3 . Although Pronouncements of 

the recent series of Russian P goviet Uni 

Indian-Pakistani hostility > ituation has not 

probably cons ^rlSL'pfoportiSns^nvoXving the^^ 

direct national interest- on .^e subcontinent, 

a modification in So ^ 1 ? nt ? n t on avoiding any s ^°” g 
Moscow rather appears inten ^ military situation 

initiatives— at least . e some indication 

is clarified and bo * b suggestions or willing 
that they are ^nabl®^ & *| aceful settlement. 

to use "good statements over the past 

The spate of official &***£ to the points made 
week has not ^dedppr ve r nment statement of 
•in the original Soviet g ^^n+ntives. however, 

7 September. Indian representative^ conversatlo ns 

Lve P probably exaggerated a their empt ^ cla im more 

supporter Sew Demi's position than was probab 
the ° aSe ’ udition to expressing Russian 

4. Moreover , in addition nin g Qf Indi an- 

concern and a PJ®!;“ n l u ^ pronouncements are 
Pakistani tensions, broader Soviet policy 

designed to fur ^her the b * lng to under-score 

goals. Moscow is there y ^^tie m ent of international 

its advocacy of P® a | t s its posture with the in 
disoutes and contrasts 1X p from Peking. The 
cendiary statements” emanating q tQ ^ active 

Soviets also call further affalJ . B during the weeks 
involvement in Afro-ASi , convene the 

leading up to the "-t Jttempt to co^ 

Second Afro-Asian Confer en similarit y between 

Twestia has pointed out solution and those 

i^Hr^fforts for a peaceful soluti Afrlca d 

Ude by other leaders of d l a ®_pSistani hostilities. 
Asia. By fo ? usi “ g ° n t J divert attention from its 
Moscow may also hop massive BS build-up 

inability to prevent °H Vietnam, 
and deepening commitment 

, Soviets have ample 

5 On the other hand, F example, 

r «vrStrSv=^ M-hlrmishes 

s sr - f sje^sitatc -gs-gy^ss 

Soviet involvement ana wou 
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with distasteful policy alternatives. nss^miaht 

Tell comneHedVaccefc To IndiaA requests for military 

. e would reverse Moscow s 
and economic support. This would g oviet 

conflict? 1 ^hr u shche v^ s** success o r s have attempted 
to nrevent if possible, a return to the 
dPoibel count of the Sino-Soviet polemics of last 

fea^They . may he reluctant to ove^exte^d^^^ 

Soviet commitments by deepening 
in support of India, 

6. Although the Soviets have stressed their 
lSely i avoide5 1 ?Se S b^ic W issue n of self-determination 

, T.r a cHmi r thev have shown them— 
for the people of Kashmir, tneyn Pakist anis. 

oplves to be reluctant to alienate tne 

nooont efforts by the USSR to improve relations 

Re ^ n Liri ctan are part of a concernted campaign to 
with Pakistan are pai t a qpwhsre 

increase Russian prestige and infl Turkey i ra n 

along its southern border, notably in Turkey, 

and Afganistan. Thus Moscow JPP ea rs 1 SaMstan ’or 
if at ill possible, not to antagonize Pakistan, or 

d w r ashing t ton nt0 In h suS!°Mos«w clearly hopes to prevent 
?he s??ua?ion from developing in such a way as to 
force a definitive choice between support 
or Pakistan, 

7 Recent developments, however, ha j;® L 

an unusual^ if not unique situation in which Soviet 

-SiM^testMaty^ ai ly one of 

the more striking examples. In the ^rent 

ii Sr£iboin?! If 

Se time propitious, or ffeis compelled to take 
some strong initiative, it would Probably tee i 
less vulnerable by taking some sort of joint 
action within the framework of the UN. ""IT., 

have already endorsed the Security f v Than t . 

tions of 4 and 6 September and the ettorrs 
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WARNING 

This Document contains information affecting the Na- 
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean- 
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as 
amended. Its transmission or revelation of its contents 
to or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohibited 
by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited. 
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